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Steep Rock Creek, 8 a branch of the Cherokee river, and is 
the proper division between Lord Granvill's Propriatory and 
the dominion of Virginia, and includes but a small part of 
the lands now claimed by the Cherokees, they having often 
disclaimed the lands lying between the Ohio and a Ridge 
of Mountains called Steep Ridge that divides the waters of 
Cumberland River from those of the Cherokee River. 

This Boundary will give room to extend our settlements 
for ten or twelve years, will raise a considerable sum by the 
Rights, much increase the Quit rents, and enable the inhabi- 
tants of Virginia to live without the manufacturing such mate- 
rials as they raise. 

And'w Lewis, 
Thos. Walker. 

Feb'y 2, 1769. 

[Indorsed]' 

Report from Commissioner's. Duplicate, In Lord Botetourt's 
(No. 8), Dup. of 11 Feb., 1769. 

I hereby certify that this is a true copy of the document 
deposited in Her Majesty's State Paper Office, London. 

Robt. Lemon, Chief Clerk. 

L. S: State Paper Office, 20 July, 1841. 

(to be concluded) 
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Petition in Regard to Boundary Line of Henrico and 

Hanover. 

May 23, 1774. 

To the Honorable the Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of 
Burgesses : 

Your Petitioners Humbly shew that they are deeply inter- 
ested in the bounds of their Lands on Chicahominy Swamp. 

'Now the Laurel Fork, of Holston river. 
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Therefore, we pray that if it shall be the Opinion of this 
Honourable House that it is reasonable that the said Boun- 
daries shall be ascertained by Commissioners that such com- 
missioners may be chosen from Chesterfield, King William 
or some distant County, who are in no way in affinity or con- 
nected with any of the Proprietors of Lands on the said 
Swamp, and your Petitioners in duty Bound shall Pray, &c. 

Edward Curd, Daniel Price, 

James Cocke, guardian for John Binford, 



William & John Cocke, 

Thomas Harwood, 

Jo. Pleasants, 

Martin Burton, Guardian for 

William Sterling Smith, 

Jacob Pleasants, 

Thos. Watkins, Sr., 

Neare bottom Bridge, 
Thomas Watkins, Jr., 
Miles Selden, 
Joseph Lewis, 
Julius Allen, 
Anthony Mathews, 
Wm. Gathright, Sr., 
John Gathright, 
Jacob Ferriss, 
Miles Gathright, Jr., 
William Carter, 
John Faris, 
John Carter, 

[Endorsed] 

20 May, 1774, referred to the Committee of Propositions 
and Grievances. 



Edward Finch, 

James Bradley, 

Joseph Bradley, 

Gideon Bradley, 

James Eppes, 

John Bradlev, by 

Jas. Eppes, his Guardian, 

Dancey Bradley, by Do., 

Gideon Christian, 

Joseph Gathright, 

Caleb Stone, 

Thomas Owen, 

William Owen, 

Nelson Anderson, Jun'r., 

Geddes Winston, 

Ralph Crutchfield, 

Nat. Wilkinson, 

Robert Spears, 

Nath. Whitlock. 



Petition in Regard to the Boundary Line of Henrico 
and Hanover. 

May 23, 1774. 
To the Honorable the Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of 
Burgesses : 

The Petition of sundry Persons possessed of Lands adjoin- 
ing Chickahominy Swamp Humbly sheweth, 
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That your Petitioners have been informed that a petition will 
be laid before this Honourable House praying that certain 
Commissioners may be appointed to ascertain the main run 
of the said Swamp being the dividing Line between your Pe- 
titioners Lands. 

That Divers disputes and controversies on different parts of 
the said Swamp, where there are several runs, have already 
been determined and the main run ascertained by the ordi- 
nary course of Law or by arbitrators. 

That your Petitioners apprehend that if Commisisoners 
should be appointed agreeable to the prayer of the Petition 
aforesaid that many of your Petitioners may be deprived of 
their just Titles under the determination aforesaid, or at least 
be obliged to Litigate the said disputes again at a Time when 
the Most Antient and principle Witnesses are Dead. 

That there is not the least Probability of there ever being a 
dispute with regard to the Main run of the said Swamp be- 
tween a large majority of the Proprietors of the Lands ad- 
joining thereto. 

That your Petitioners Humbly conceive and apprehend that 
the new mode of ascertaining controverted bounds of Lands 
in Chickahominy Swamp is concerted by some Persons who 
are dissatisfyed with the determination of the County Courts 
or Arbitrations made by their consents. 

That your Petitioners apprehend that they will be Taxed 
with a General unjust and unnecessary Expense, should the 
new mode of proceedings Petitioned for take place. 

That your Petitioners apprehend that good and salutary 
Law now subsists in this Colony for ascertaining the Bounds 
of every Person's Land by going round the same by way of 
Procession once in four years. 

Therefore, your Petitioners Humbly pray, shall here- 
after arrive relative to the Bounds of their Lands that the 

said disputes may be settled and determined by their 

and your Petitioners in Duty Bound shall pray, &c. 

Geddis Winston, John Carter, 

William Owen, William Christian, 
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Ben. Timberlake, 
Thomas Owens, 
James Cocke, Guardian for 
Wm. and John Cocke, 
Thomas Harwood, 
Martin Burton, Guardian for 
William Starlin Smith; 
Thos. Watkins, Sr., near Bot- 
tom's Bridge; 
Thomas Watkins, 
Daniel Price, 
Miles Selden, 
James Royall, 

His 
Elijah (X) Liggon, 

Mark. 
Ralph Crutchfield, 
Margaret Puryear, 
John Harlow, 
David Bowles, 
Nath'l Holman, 
William Ford, 
Susanna Puryear, 

Her 
Mary (X) Bowles, 

Mark. 
Joseph Lewis, 
Anthony Matthews, 
Anne Gathright, 
Wm. Gathright, 
John Gathright, 
Jacob Ferriss, 
William Carter, 
John Bowles, 
Miles Gathright, Jr., 
John Faris, 



His 
Charles Hudson (X) Blunt, 

Mark. 
Thomas Mann, 
John Winn, 
Thomas Bowles, 
Joseph Sheppard, 

His 
David (X) Wilkinson, 

Mark. 
John Binford, 
Edward Finch, 
Her 
Elizabeth (X) Bradley, 

Mark. 
James Bradley, 
Joseph Bradley, 
Gideon Bradley, 
James Eppes, 
John Bradley, by Jas. Eppes, 

his Guardian, 
Dancy Bradley, by Jas. Eppes, 

his Guardian, 
Gideon Christian, 
William Leonard, Sr., 
William Sheppard, 
Benja. Sheppard, 
Mary Bowles, 
John Christian, 
Richmond Terrell, 
Nathaniel Raglen 
William Raglen, by Rob't 
Crump, their G. 
Thomas Bowles, 
Caleb Stone, 
Nath'l Wilkinson. 



23 May, 1774. 
and Grievances. 



[Endorsed] 
Referred to the Committee on Propositions 
(Reasonable.) (A True Copy.) 
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Presbyterian Protest Against a Proposed Toleration 

Act. 1 

June 5, 1774. 

To the Honorable the Speaker and the Gentlemen of the House 
of Burgesses: 

The Petition of the Presbytery of Hanover in behalf of 
themselves and all the Presbyterians in Virginia in particu- 
lar and all Protestant Dissenters in general, Humbly Sheweth : 

That upon application 2 made by the rev'd Mr. James Ander- 
son in behalf of the Synod of Philadelphia The Honorable 
Governor Gooch with the advice of the Council did in the 
year 1738 or about that time for the encouragement of all 
Presbyterians who might incline to settle in the Colony Grant 
an Instrument of writing under the Seal of the Colony con- 
taining the most ample assurance that they should enjoy the 
full and free exercise of their Religion and all the other privi- 
ledges of good subjects. Relying upon this express Stipula- 
tion as well as upon the Justice and catholic Spirit of the 
whole Legislative body, several thousand families of Presby- 
terians have removed from the Northern provinces into the 
frontiers of this Colony; exposed themselves to a cruel and 
savage enemy, and all the other toils and dangers of settling 
a New Country and soon became a Barrier to the former in- 
habitants who were settled in the same commodious parts of 
the Colony. Ever since that time we have been considered 
and treated upon an equal footing with out fellow-subjects 
nor have our ministers or people been restricted in their re- 
ligious priviledges by any law of the Colony. Your humble 
petitioners further shew that with gratitude they acknowledge 

»As this proposed act never became a law, it is not printed in the 
Statutes at Large, nor is a copy known to exist. Its provisions can, 
however, be ascertained from the protest here printed. For action 
of the Presbyterians in regard to this act, see Foote's Sketches of Vir- 
ginia, 319-322- 

*For the petition of the Synod of Philadelphia and the answer of 
Governor Gooch, dated May 28, 1738, see Footes Sketches of Virginia, 
103-105. 
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the Catholic design of our late honorable Assembly to secure 
by law the religious liberties of all protestant Dissenters in 
the Colony; accordingly they did in the year 1772 prepare 
and print a Toleration Bill; but as the subject was deeply in- 
teresting it was generously left open for Amendment. But 
notwithstanding we are fully persuaded of the Catholic and 
generous design of our late representatives, yet we are deep- 
ly sensible that some things in the above named printed Bill 
will be very gievious and burdensome to us if passed into a law. 
Therefore we humbly and earnestly pray that the said Bil! 
may not be established without such alterations and amend- 
ments as will render it more agreeable to the principles of 
impartial liberty and sound policy which we presume were the 
valuable ends for which it was first intended. Therefore we 
humbly beg leave while we are making the prayer of our peti- 
tion in a more particular way to lay before the honourable 
house in the most respectful manner, a few remarks upon the 
Bill. 

The preamble is agreeable to what we desire only we pray 
that the preamble and every other part of the Bill may be so 
expressed as will be most likely to obtain the royal assent. 

We are also willing that all our Clergymen should be re- 
quired to take the oath of allegiance, &c. usually taken by civil 
officers and to declare their beliefs of the Holy Scriptures. 

Likewise as is required in the said Bill we shall willingly 
have all our Churches and stated places for public worship 
registered if this honourable house shall think proper to grant 
it. But every minister of the Gospel is under indispensable 
obligations to follow the Example of our blessed Saviour 
"who went about doing good" and the example of his apos- 
tles who not only "taught in the Temple but in every house 
where they came they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus 
Christ;" From which and their constant practice of travel- 
ling into every quarter of the World we humbly trust that 
it will appear to this Assembly that we cannot consistent with 
the duties of our office wholly confine our ministrations to 
any place or number of places and to be limitted by law would 
be the more grevious because in many parts of the Colony 
even where the majority of the inhabitants are Presbyterians 
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it is not and perhaps it may not in any short time be easy to 
determine where it would be the most expedient to fix upon 
a stated place for public worship; and indeed where we have 
houses for worship already built generally the bounds of our 
Congregations are so very extensive that many of our people 
especially women, children and servants are not able to at- 
tend by reason of the distance which makes it our duty as 
faithful ministers of Christ to double our diligence and fre- 
quently to Lecture and Catechise in the remote corners of our 
Congregations: This restriction would also be very grevious 
to us in many other respects ; we only beg leave to add that 
the number of Presbyterians in this province is now very great 
and the number of Clergymen but Small, therefore we are 
obliged frequently to itenerate and preach through various 
parts of the Colony, that our people may have an opportunity 
to worship God and receive the Sacraments in the way agree- 
able to their own consciences. As to our having meetings for 
public worship in the night it is not a frequent practice among 
our churches; yet sometimes we find it expedient to attend 
night meetings that a neighborhood may hear a sermon or a lec- 
ture, or to be catechised without being much interrupted 
in their daily labour: And so long as our fellow-subjects 
are permitted to meet together by day or by night for the 
purposes of business or diversion we hope we shall not be 
restrained from meeting together as opportunity serves us upon 
business of all others the most important especially if it be 
considered that the Apostles held frequent societies by night, 
and once St. Paul continued his speech till midnight: ac- 
cordingly it is well known that in city and collegiate churches 
evening prayers and lectures have long been esteemed law- 
ful and profitable exercises and to any bad influence this prac- 
tice may have upon servants or any others it is sufficient to say 
that there is nothing in our principles or way of worship that 
tend to promote a spirit of disobedience or disorder but much 
to the contrary, and if any person shall be detected in doing or 
teaching anything criminal in this respect we presume he is 
liable to punishment by a law already in being, therefore we 
pray that no dissenting minister qualified according to law 
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may be subjected to any penalty for preaching or teaching at 
any time or in any place in this Colony. 

We confess it is easy for us to keep open doors in time 
of divine service except in case of storm or other inclem- 
ency of the weather ; yet we would humbly represent that such 
a requirement implies a suspicion of our Loyalty and will fix 
a stigma upon us to after ages such as we presume our hon- 
ourable representatives will not judge that we have anyhow 
incurred; therefore we pray that this Clause may also be re- 
moved from the Bill. 

And as to baptizing or receiving servants into our com- 
munion we have always anxiously desired to do it with the 
permission of their Masters; but when a servant appears to 
be a true penitent and makes profession of his faith in Christ 
upon his desire it is our indispensable duty to admit him into 
our church and if he has never- been baptized we are to bap- 
tize him according to the command of Christ ; "Go ye there- 
fore and teach all nations baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you and 
I am with you always even unto the end of the world. Amen." 
And we are so confidently persuaded of the liberal sentiments 
of this house that in obeying the laws of Christ we shall never 
be reduced to the necessity of disobeying the Laws of our 
Country. 

And we also having abundant reason to hope that we shall 
be indulged in every other thing that may appear reason- 
able; your Petitioners further pray, 

For liberty and protection in the discharge of all the func- 
tions and duty of our office as ministers of the Gospel; and 
that the penalties to be inflicted on those who may disturb 
any of our congregations in the time of divine service or mis- 
use the Preacher be the same as on those who disturb the con- 
gregation or misvise the preachers of the Church of England ; 
and that the dissenting clergy, as well as the Clergy of the 
established Church, be excused from all burdensome offices; 
all which we conceive is granted in the English Toleration Act. 
And we pray for that freedom in speaking and writing upon 
religious subjects which is allowed by law to every member 
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of the British Empire in civil affairs and which has long been 
so friendly to the Cause of Liberty. And also we pray for 
a right by law to hold estates and enjoy donations and lega- 
cies for the support of our Churches and schools for the in- 
struction of our youth. Though this is not expressed in the 
English Act of Toleration, yet the greatest Lawyers in Eng- 
land have pled, and the best judges have determined that it 
is manifestly implied. 

Finally we pray that nothing in the Act of Toleration may 
be so expressed as to render us Suspicious or odious to our 
Countrymen with whom we desire to live in peace and friend- 
ship; but that all misdemeanors committed by dissenters may 
be punished by laws equally binding upon all our fellow sub- 
jects without any regard to their religious Tenets Or if any 
non-compliance with the Conditions of the Act of Tolera- 
tion shall be judged to deserve punishment, We pray that the 
crime may be accurately denned and the penalty ascertained 
by the Legislature; and that neither be left to the discretion 
of any magistrate or court what ever. May it please this 
Honourable Assembly There are some other things which 
we omit, because they are less essential to the rights of con- 
science and the interest of our Church ; we trust that we pe- 
tition for nothing but what justice says ought to be ours; 
for as ample priviledges as any of our fellow subjects enjoy. 

"To have and enjoy the full and free exercise of our Re- 
ligion without molestation or danger of incurring any pen- 
alty whatsoever." We are petitioning in favor of a church 
that is neither contemptible nor obscure; It prevails in every 
province to the Northward of Maryland and its advocates in 
all the more Southern provinces are numerous and respecta- 
ble; The greatest Monarch in the North of Europe adorns 
it ; It is the established religion of the populous and wealthy 
states of Holland ; It prevails in the wise and happy Cantons 
in Switzerland; and it is the profession of Geneva a State 
among the foremost of those who at the Reformation eman- 
cipated themselves from the Slavery of Rome: And some of 
the first geniuses and writers in every branch of Literature 
were sons of our Church. 

The subject is of such solemn importance to us that com- 
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paratively speaking our lives and our liberties are but of lit- 
tle value; and the population of the Country and the honour 
of the legislature as well as the interest of American liberty 
are certainly most deeply concerned in the matter ; Therefore 
we would willingly lay before this Honourable House a more 
extensive view of our Reasons in favor of an unlimited im- 
partial Toleration ; but fearing we should transgress upon the 
patience of the house we conclude with praying that the alwise 
just, and merciful God would direct you in this, and all your 
other important determinations. 
Signed by order of Presbytery. 

David Rice,* Moderator, 

Caleb Wallce/ Clk. 

At a session of the Presbytery In Amherst County, Nov. n, 
1774- 



Deposition of Adam Wallace in Regard to John Bowyer/* 

Sept. io, 1774. 
The Deposition of Adam Wallace of full age being first 

"David Rice, one of the most eminent ministers of the Presbyterian 
Church, was born in Hanover county, Va., December 20, 1733, and 
died June 18, 1816. He was educated at Nassau Hall, and entered 
the ministry in 1762, serving congregations in Hanover, 1762-66; 
and in the last year accepted a call to the congregations in Bedford 
county, Concord, and Peaks of Otter. In 1782 he visited Kentucky, 
and was the first Presbyterian minister within its bounds. In 1783 
he received a call to Kentucky and speedily removed thither. His most 
useful labors there, religious and civil, are well known, and have gained 
him the title of "Patriarch of Presbyterianism in Kentucky." He mar- 
ried Mary, daughter of Rev. Samuel Blair, and reared a family of 
eleven children. See Foote, 78-87. 

■•Caleb Wallace, a native of Charlotte county, graduated at Prince- 
ton in 1770, and in 1774 became minister of Cub Creek and Little 
Falling River congregations, in Virginia. In 1779 he removed to 
Botetourt, and in 1783 emigrated to Kentucky. He abandoned the 
ministry for the law, in which he became eminent, and was a judge 
of the Supreme Court of Kentucky. Like his colleague, David Rice, 
he was a man of marked ability. 

5 John Bowyer was long a very prominent man in Botetourt coun- 
ty, which he represented in the House of Burgesses, 1769-75, in all 
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sworn on the Holy Evangelist deposeth & saith that some time 
in June Last soon after Jno. Bowyer had Returned from the 
Assembly ys. Deponnent was at the House of the sd. Bowyer 
& on Conversation Relating to orders just before given by 
Colo. Andw. Lewis to the Captains of some Companies near 
him to have certain numbers of men in Readiness in Case of 
further hostilities, The sd. Bowyer said yt. Colo. Lewis had 
no orders for what he was Doing & that it was only to get 
his Land Survey'd that Colo. Lewis was doing it out of his 
own head, that the men would get no pay & that ye would be 
Cursed Fools for going, as there was no penalty for Refusing 
& that there should have been no such draught made in his 
Company had he been at whom. 

This deponent further saith that some Time afterwards he 
was at the House of the sd. Bowyer again & in Conversation 
Relating to some orders for sending out men- in Defence of 
the Fronteers the sd. Boyer further said that he had seen Colo. 
Lewis' orders & that he had no such orders as that, & that 
the sd, Bowyer further said that the Governor had no Right 
to give any such orders without the Assembly; this deponent 
further saith that he believes the sd. Bowyer urged such ar- 
guments with many others, & is sensible it was a great Hurt 
to the Raising of men & further saith not. 

Signed : Adam Wallace. 

At Mr. Adam Wallace's Request taken before me ioth 
Sept. 1774, at ye Levels of Greenbryer. 

John Murray. 
(A Copy) 



the Revolutionary conventions, and in the State Legislature. He had 
evidently gotten into trouble by throwing obstacles in the way of 
raising troops during "Dunmore's War." His expression of opin- 
ion that the Governor had no right to give orders for raising troops 
without the Assembly's assent, was significant of the feeling of the 



time. 
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Freeholders of Louisa Co. to Their Representatives In 
Convention. — In Regard to Gaming. 

Louisa, March 17th, 1775 

To the Gentlemen the Convention appointed to meet at Rich- 
mond the 20th March. 

Gentlemen, — We the Freeholders of this County having deep- 
ly at heart the common cause do cheerfully engage to undergoe 
any hardships or self-denial consequent to our faithful and 
steady adherence to the Continental resolves : we hope this like- 
wise is the general determination of our Country, but as there 
are some who have wantonly violated their most sacred engage- 
ments (as we understand it) from no higher temptation than 
that of an Idle divertion directly contrary to the Eighth re- 
solve of the said Continental Congress ; vindicating their con- 
duct by an insult on common sense (to wit) that Gaming for 
small sums is not Gaming, they at once open the Door to all 
that Excess, injustice, fraud, deception, and Idleness that al- 
most constantly attend that pernicious practice, or at least 
set evil examples that we think ought to be suppress'd in 
their first appearance as the General Congress plainly intend. 
We desire, therefore, to lay this matter before you, Gentlemen, 
whose business it is (we apprehend) to Superintend in some 
measure the conduct of Committees as well as individuals of 
this Province or be that as it may your Judgement in this 
affair would be justly regarded had the Eighth Resolve been 
faithfully adhered to. We doubt not those Idle hankerers 
after that so baleful a practice would by this time have been 
employing their time and Tallents in some useful way 

Chas. Barret, John Watson, 

FredTc Harris, Richd. Anderson, 

Wm. Pettus, Thos. King, 

David Terrel, Will Lewis, 

Geo. Lumsden, Humphrey Parish, 

Micajah Davis, Chas. Dickenson, 

Richd. Phillips, Geo. Holland, 

Richd. Bloxsom, Peter Shelton, 
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Jno. Ragland, Sackville King, 

Thos. Johnson, Junr., Robt. Barret, Jr., 

Joseph Greyson, Joseph Holt, 

Ben. Timberlake, Geo. Meriwether, 

Wm. Johnson, Thos. B. Smith, 

William Garnett, Wm. Meriwether, 

Anderson Thomson, Nicho. Meriwether, 

William Smith, Wm. Hodges, 

Jno. Fox, Joseph Shelton, 

Thomas Adams, William Shelton. 
Wm. White, 



Deposition of Dr. William Pasteur.' In Regard to thk 

Removal of Powder 7 from the Williamsburg 

Magazine. 

i 775- 
Th e Depon. of Dr. Wm. Pasteur being first duly sworn saith 
On Friday morning the 22nd of April last, going up Town I 
was informed by Mr. Richd. Carleton that the Powder was 
remov'd from the Magazine by Capt. Collins with a body of 

•Dr. William Pasteur, of Huguenot descent, was a prominent phy- 
sician and surgeon of Williamsburg. He married Elizabeth, daugh- 
ter of President William Stith, of William and Mary College. 

'The removal of the powder from the magazine at Williamsburg 
by Governor Dunmore's orders, may be considered the beginning of 
the Revolution in Virginia. For an account of this affair and of the 
consequent excitement in Virginia, see Campbell's History of Vir- 
ginia, 607-614; the Bland Papers, XXIII, XXIV; and Henry's Life 
of Patrick Henry, I 276-391. The old brick magazine, "The Powder- 
horn," now the property of the Association for the Preservation of 
Virginia Antiquities, still remains in Williamsburg, a carefully pre- 
served memorial. 

The Virginia Gazette (Dixon and Hunter), April 22, 1775, con- 
tains the address of the Common Hall of Williamsburg to. the Gov- 
ernor, and his reply; that of the 29th (supplement) contains "A Se- 
rious Admonition to the Inhabitants of Williamsburg," signed 
"Civis," evidently by Peyton Randolph or some one of the more con- 
servative party. May 6th has an account of the removal of arms 
from the magazine by the people. On May 13th the resolution of the 
Fredericksburg meeting and of the Hanover Committee are printed. 
All refer to the removal of the powder. 
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Marines before day that morning soon after which I was 
summon'd to meet the Corporation at the Hall; going there 
I observed a great commotion among the Inhabitants & soon 
afterwards there were many of them under arms & rendez- 
vou'd at the Hall with many others unarm'd. The Hall then 
met, and there were pr'sent most of the inhabitants. The 
Corporation then address'd the Govr. to return the powder 
to ye Magazine & rec'd his answer published in the Virginia 
Gazett; this they mention'd to the people on their return to 
the Hall; requested them to be peaceable & disperse which 
they accordingly did. That during this Convention I saw Capt. 
Foy, Cap. . Montague & Cap. Collins pass through the main 
street unmolested; I saw no further commotion that day; 
Next morning being call'd to the Pallace to visit a Patient I 
accidently met with his Excellency the Governor who intro- 
duced a conversation relative to what had pass'd the day be- 
fore & seemed exceedingly exasperated at the People's having 
being under Arms when I observ'd to his Excellency that 
this was done in a hurry & confusion, & that most of them 
seem'd convinced it was wrong, his Lordship then proceeded 
to make use of several rash expressions & said that tho' he did 
not think himself in danger, yet he understood some injury 
or insult was intended to be offered to Capt. Foy & Collins, 
which he should consider as done to himself, as these gentle- 
men acted entirely by his particular directions, & then swore 
by the living God, & many such like expressions that if a 
grain of powder was burnt at Capt. Foy or Capt. Collins, or 
that if any injury or insult was offer'd himself or either of 
them, he would declare freedom to the slaves & reduce the 
City of Wmsburg to ashes. He then mentioned seting up the 
Royal Standard but did not say he wou'd actually do it, but 

says he believ'd if he did he should have people & all the 

Slaves on the side of Government, that he had once fought 
for Virginians and that by God he wou'd let them see he 
cou'd fight against them & declared that in a short time he 
could depopulate the whole Country. This he desired me to 
communicate to the Speaker & Gentlemen of the Town & to 
do it immediately, that there was not an hour to spare, adding 
that if Innes & George Nicholas 8 continued to go at large 

•James Innes and George Nicholas must have been especially prom- 

t 
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what he had say'd wou'd from some misconduct of theirs be 
certainly carry'd into execution. This I immediately com- 
municated to the Speaker & several other Gentlemen of the 
Town, and it soon became publicly known in consequence of 
which, as I believe, two of the principle Gentlemen of the 
City sent their Wifes and Children into the Country, & soon 
after this we were inform'd by an express from Fredericksburg 
that the people in that part of the Country were in motion 
towards the City; and next morning being at the Pallace to 
visit a patient I accidentlly met with his Excellency again., 
who declared to me that if a large body of People (a place 
about thirty miles from town), that he wou'd immediately en- 
large his plan and carry it into execution, but said that he 
shou'd not regard a small number of men, adding that he then 
had two Hundred muskets loaded in the Pallace; His Ex- 
cellency more than once did say he- shou'd not carry these plans 
into Execution unless he was attacked. But, This Depont. 
further saith that to the best of his knowledge at the time 
Lady Dunmore & Family removed from W'burg on board 
the Fowey man of War, the inhabitants were very peaceful, 

Resolved, That his Excellency's menacing Declarations, and 
hdve tended greatly to irritate the minds & excite Commotions 
Among the People. 

(to be continued) 



Ihent in their denunciation of the Governor's conduct. The first, a 
son of Rev. Robert Innes, A. M. (Aberdeen), rector of Drysdale 
Parish, Caroline county, Va., was a man of ability and eloquence, and 
of impetuous temper. He was commissioned Lieutenant-Colonel 15th 
Virginia Regiment in 1776, and saw much active service during the 
war. On November 23, 1786, he was elected by the Legislature, At- 
torney-General of Virginia. It is stated that Washington offered 
him the position of Attorney-General of the United States." He died 
in Philadelphia, and was buried there August 3, 1798. 

George Nicholas was son of Robert Carter Nicholas, Treasurer of 
Virginia, and died in Kentucky in 1799. He was appointed Captain 
2d Virginia October 24, 177s, and rose to be Lieutenant-Colonel nth 
Virginia; was a prominent member of the Virginia Legislature and 
Convention of 1788. In 1790 he removed to Kentucky and was largely 
instrumental in framing the Constitution of that State. 



